
 

The REFORMA Northeast Chapter is pleased to announce the winner of its  

2025 Lillian Marrero Scholarship Award, Ms. Katherine Silva Sedano! 

 

Katherine Silva Sedano is a first generation American-Mexican raised in Newark, NJ, whose 
passion for public services drove her to pursue a career in librarianship. With the 
encouragement of Dr. O'Brassill-Kulfan, Katherine achieved the Rutgers Public History 
Certificate while she was an undergraduate at Rutgers University. Through said program, 
she joined the Newark Public Library family as an intern with the Puerto Rican Community 
Archives under the supervision of archivist Juber Ayala.  

Katherine Silva graduated from Rutgers-New Brunswick with a Bachelor’s Degree in History 
and Minor in Geography. She then enrolled in the San Jose State University School of 
Information to pursue the online Master of Library and Information Science (MLIS). To 
expand her knowledge of library systems and archives, Katherine returned to the Newark 
Public Library as a volunteer. 

Currently, Ms. Silva is an Archivist Assistant at the NJ Hispanic Research and Information 
Center at the Newark Public Library and also assists at its Van Buren Branch in facilitating 
Family and Children’s programs. She hopes to expand her support of Latinos and Spanish-
speaking and disadvantaged communities by using the library to propel their empowerment 
through education and resource accessibility. 

Please join us in congratulating Katherine Silva Sedano! 

Best Wishes, the REFORMA Northeast Scholarship Committee: 

Elizabeth Garcia; Manny Garcia; Millie Gonzalez; Janice Greenberg; Louis Muñoz Jr. (Chair); 

Georgina Rivas-Martinez; Tess Tobin 


